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2. JEPSA Organization

Executive  Director

３. JEPSA Profile 〔Japan Expanded Polystyrene Association〕
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⋆ Foundation ： May 20, 1991

⋆ Members ： Total 129 （as of October  2019)

EPS beads Manufacturers ： ４
(ACHILLES CORPORATION, JSP Corporation,
KANEKA CORPORATION, Sekisui Plastics Co., LTD.)

Molders ： １２５
(The Japan Foam Styrene Industry Association) 



4. EPS Consumption and Applications 2018
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Construction  & 
Civil Engineering
15.6%

EPS Consumption ：130,183 tons

Packaging & Others
30.8%

Containers
53.6%

5. EPS Recycling rate 2018 
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Recycling Rate : Utilized EPS ÷ Recovered EPS = 90.8%

Utilized EPS :       120,601
Material R            63,684  (52.8%) 
Thermal R            45,867  (38.0%)

Unutilized EPS ： Incineration     6,171
Landfill           4,879

【Tons/Year】

Recovered EPS ： 120，601 (a + b – c – d + e  =  120，601)

a) Domestic Production 120,777
b) Imported  EPS 9,406 *Statistics 
c)  Exported 0
d) Durable Products 24,295
e) Difference (IM-EX） (Molding material ) 14,713 *Statistics & Estimation



6. EPS Recycling & Disposal 2018
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Landfill 4.0%
Incineration  5.1%

Thermal  38.0% Material  52.8%

7. Ratio of recycling methods
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Material Recycling 2018 Thermal Recycling 2018

82.2%

8.8%
6.2% 1.2%1.6%

Ingots Pellet Chemical

Regrind Others

50.9%

14.1%

35.0%

Incinerration with power generation

Incinerration with heat utillization facility

Refuse Derived Fuel



8. History of EPS Recycling rate 
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Fishery 68,178 61,721 59,512 57,646 56,759 54,736 54,525 52,897 52,104
Agriculture 9,768 9,612 10,065 10,559 10,077 11,451 11,143 10,744 11,059
E&E Packaging 20,999 17,005 15,474 14,199 16,160 15,716 16,681 16,154 17,002
Construction 18,090 21,279 19,187 22,099 23,151 22,244 20,222 20,705 20,326
Others 22,021 22,727 18,714 18,028 18,377 18,811 19,659 20,370 20,286
Domestic Total 139,056 132,344 122,952 122,531 124,524 122,958 122,230 120,870 120,777

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000 (Tons/Year）



10. History of Housing starts (unit: thousands)
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Housing starts decreased 2%.
EPS consumption for the application has decreased.

11-1. EPSY PLAZA MAP
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Kanto-Koshinnetsu 34 Sites
Chugoku-Shikoku  13 Sites

Shizuoka 8 Sites

Chukyou 15 Sites

Kyushu-Okinawa 17 Sites

Hokkaido 16 Sites

Tohoku 13 Sites

Kinki-Hokuriku 21 Sites

EPSY  PLAZA ： 136 sites

11. Technology ＆ Environment committee 

EPSY PLAZA is the name
of the recycling base of JEPSA.



13

Toyosu, Tokyo wholesale market EPS Recycling Facility

11-2. Support for wholesale market

When a wholesale market purchases recycling equipment for EPS,  
JEPSA has provided financial help to them.
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Recycling of EPS floats ： 9,320 pcs of used floats were disposed （2017）.

JEPSA purchased compacting machine in order to promote the recycling of used floats.
We have lent out the machine.

11-3. Recycling of EPS floats  



11-4. current topics ➀ G２０ Ministerial Meeting
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Resource Efficiency and Marine Plastic Litter Symposium 

Outcomes of the G20 Ministerial Meeting
on Energy Transitions and Global

Environment for Sustainable Growth in
Karuizawa, Nagano, Japan 

9th October 2019 

Hiroshi Ono 

Director General
Environmental Management Bureau 
Ministry of the Environment, Japan 
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１2. EPS Construction Materials Promotion committee
１2-１. Present status of thermal insulation for residences in 2018

EPS thermal insulation is mainly applied for floor thermal insulation of 
residential houses, and for wall thermal insulation of reinforced concrete
buildings. EPS is only 4%.
PUF has increased, especially spray applied polyurethane.

GW(Glass Wool)
RW(Rock Wool)
EPS
XPS
PUF(Poly Urethane Foam)
PF(Phenol Foam)
CF(Cellulose Fiber)

GW
38%

RW
19%

EPS
4%

XPS
15%

PUF
19%

PF
2%

CF
3%
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12-2.  Recent topics of Japan

Complicated shape EPS are used to building and construction. 
It is difficult to evaluate thermal resistance of complicated shape EPS.
We had started to develop the evaluation method of it. 
We examine it with a university and a public testing institution.

Evaluation method of Complicated shape EPS 
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EPS of roof

An example : complicated shape EPS of roof 
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An example : complicated shape EPS of floor 

Floor material

EPS of floor 

Wood plastic of recycled PS
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13.  Public Relations committee  

For consumers and customers : Publicity work to improve awareness & understanding of EPS .

13-1.  Headquarters activity    

Press release 2019 Eco-products2018 
exhibition

Headquarters of Public Relations 
Committee is holding the Press 
release and Eco-products exhibition 
every year. 
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13-2. Headquarters activity 

For consumers and customers : Publicity work to improve awareness & understanding of EPS .

Event at the department 
store of the two locations

2018 Exhibition of 
agriculture & Packaging
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For consumers and customers : Publicity work to improve awareness & understanding of EPS .

13-3.  Headquarters activity    

First EPS container stacking championship

Six teams 18 people participated

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwvWHOxAWjQ&feature=youtu.be

Video can be seen with this QR code⇒
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13-4. Local Public Relations 

Special events & campaigns on the “Day of EPS”(July 16) in different 
locations nationwide.

12ｔh polar bear campaign"EPS" events across the country 
by the member

Summer festival

Edogawa(Tokyo) Environment Festival
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13-5.  Experiments for students 

Study of global environment and the characteristic experiment of EPS 
are conducted. 

201８, 22 junior high school 
students have attended a 
lecture at the EPS Association.
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Polar Bear Campaign in Ukraine with UASM

14. Special international event  

Event name：Polar Bear Campaign, Stop Global Warming !
Date ： September 28th ,2019
Venue ： Mykolaiv Zoo

Thank you for your cooperation to UASM.


